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Inside the KPPCSD

The Kensington Police Protection and Community Services
District continues to confront budget, morale, and personnel
challenges.

Budget. The increasing compensation (including retiree
costs) associated with providing public safety in Kensington has
now outstripped relatively pat property tax growth. Proposals
to solve projected budget deycits include: putting to a vote an
increase of the police tax assessment, reducing the number of
ofycers, and/or contracting out police services to El Cerrito.

Morale. Claims by some police ofycers of a fihostile work
environment” pre-date current Chief, Greg Harman’s tenure,
and appear to endure. (The investigator who performed the two
internal investigations #08-04 and #08-05 T fialleged hostile
work environment,0 initiated in 2008, determined that fithere
has not been a hostile work environment as alleged.0)

As personnel issues such as these are private by statute, it’s
difycult to get the facts about the exact nature of the ofycerso
past and current complaints. Neither the Board President, Bill
Wright, Chief Harman, nor the four ofycers rumored to be absent
without leave appear to be at liberty to speak. (Recent reports in-
dicate two of the four have apparently returned to work.)

Previous interim Chief of Police, Brown Taylor, has been en-
gaged as a consultant to assist the board and Chief in dealing
with the personnel problems faced by the District. Wright says
Taylorés mandate will be to fitake a look at the reporting struc-
ture, directions for the future, provide guidance to the chief,
(and) to work with us individually, so the board has the beneyt

Kensington painter and photographer, David Kwett, and daughter, Anna, in front of

his home studio at East Bay Open Studios in June. You can still see some of David’s
yOp See KPPCSD, page 5...
work at http://dkwett.wordpress.com/2008/12/31/fog/

An Open Letter to the Town of Kensington

Dear Residents, Finally, we would like to solicit your ideas on what might
K.C.C. has identified badly-needed improvements to the Community be the best use for the area around the old tot lot, next to the
Center and will be working in tandem with the K.P.P.C.S.D. in the library.

hiring of an architect and contractor to accomplish the work. There exists a great deal of talent in this town, as well as a
Ideally, the improvements will include a new Kitchen, refurbished strong commitment, past and present, to volunteering to par-
bathrooms, replacement of the heating system and, if our capital ticipate in projects which improve our community. | am hoping

reserves allow, opening up of the west wall of the Community
Center to the outside garden area. See Town, page 5...






